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We live in a rapidly changing world, one 
where technological advances, economic 
forces, and demographic changes are 
continuously redefining the way we learn, 
work, and live.

For more than 50 years, New Jersey’s 
community colleges have been indispensable 
institutions throughout the state, providing high 
quality, affordable post-secondary education to 
hundreds of thousands of people and helping to 
build the skilled workforce that has 
underpinned the state’s economic growth.

Community colleges are perhaps the most 
dynamic institutions in the state and are a true 
reflection of the values, hopes, and diversity of 
New Jersey – and of America.

The community colleges have remained 
responsive to the needs of their local residents, 
employers, and communities while adapting to 
changing times.

New Jersey’s 19 community colleges are 
committed to building on this strong 

foundation, finding innovative solutions and 
cementing new partnerships that respond to our 
changing world. Because of this responsive 
mission, the community colleges, through the 
New Jersey Council of County Colleges, are 
developing VISION2028, a framework for the 
future that will articulate a bold vision for the 
years ahead. 

It will take new ideas and approaches to build a 
bold, ambitious agenda for the future and to 
further define these themes and priorities. We 
ask that you be a part of this effort. We welcome 
all ideas for how New Jersey’s community 
colleges can build on a strong foundation, be 
best positioned to prepare New Jerseyans to 
thrive in a rapidly changing world, and be 
institutions of solutions and innovation.

The VISION2028 Leadership Summit is supported by a  
generous grant from the Prudential Foundation.

A special thank you to Middlesex County College for graciously  
hosting the VISION2028 Leadership Summit.

A special thank you to  
Camden County College and  
Salem Community College for 
creating this year’s  
New Jersey Community  
College Awards.

    A special thank you to  
Union County College for  
designing the program and  
awardee recognition card. 



AGENDA

OPENING PLENARY SESSION . . . . . College Center Theater

9:30 a.m. . . . . Welcome 
Mark McCormick, Ed.D. 
Interim President, Middlesex County College 

 
A Time of Change and Opportunity 
Aaron Fichtner, Ph.D. 
President, New Jersey Council of County Colleges

 
The Future of Higher Education in New Jersey  
The Honorable Zakiya Smith Ellis, Ed.D. 
Secretary of Higher Education, State of New Jersey 

  . . . . . . . . . . .Opportunities and Challenges:  
Economic Change and Disruptions
William Rodgers III, Ph.D. 
Professor of Public Policy and Chief Economist 
Heldrich Center for Workforce Development at Rutgers University

 
Panel discussion with community college 
presidents and Opportunity America  
President & CEO Tamar Jacoby

. . . . . . . . . . . .Opportunities and Challenges:  
Technological Change and Disruptions
Moshe Kam, Ph.D., P.E. 
Dean, College of Engineering 
New Jersey Institute of Technology

 
Panel discussion with community college 
presidents and New Jersey Technology  
Council President James Barood 

AWARDS LUNCHEON  . . . . . . . . . . . . College Center Cafeteria

11:45 a.m.  . . .Welcome 
Helen Albright Troxell 
Chair, New Jersey Council of County Colleges 

BREAKOUT DISCUSSIONS  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

1:45 p.m. . . . .First Round of Breakout Discussions 
Preparing New Jerseyans for the  
Economy of Tomorrow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Auditorium

Closing Equity and Achievement Gaps  . . . . . . . . . . . Terrace

Creating Seamless K-20 Academic  
and Career Pathways . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100-102

Enhancing Partnerships with Employers  
and Businesses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Corral

 

3 p.m.  . . . . . .Second Round of Breakout Discussions
Innovative Strategies for Delivering Education  
to All New Jerseyans . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Auditorium

Expanding Economic Mobility through  
Broadened Partnerships  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Terrace

Work-based Learning Models: Combining Theory  
and Practice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100-102

Creating a Culture of Innovation and  
Entrepreneurship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Corral

RECEPTION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . College Center Cafeteria

4 p.m.  . . . . . .Celebrating the Contributions of  
Lawrence A. Nespoli, Ed.D.
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